
  
DSRSD•EBMUD Recycled Water Authority 

(DERWA) 
Board of Directors 

 
NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING 

 
TIME:  6 p.m.                                  DATE: Monday, February 7, 2022 
PLACE:   Teleconference 
   
Due to the current state of emergency and imminent health risks to in-person attendees, because of 
COVID-19, and in accordance with the provisions of California Government Code Section 54953(e), 
Directors will attend this meeting via teleconference. The Boardroom will be closed to the public; the 
public may observe and comment by electronic means. All votes during the meeting will be taken by 
roll call vote.  
 
The call-in information for the Board of Directors and the public is as follows: 

 
Meeting URL  
Meeting ID:  
Passcode: 
Phone Number:  

https://ralphandersen.zoom.us/j/87441461616 
874 4146 1616 
029412 
+1 669 900 6833, 87441461616# US (San Jose) 

 
Any member of the public may speak during Public Comment or may email public comments to the 
Authority Secretary at genzale@dsrsd.com by February 7, 2022, at 5 p.m., and comments will be 
read into the meeting record. 
 
See Page 3 of the Agenda for additional details on Teleconference Access Information 
 
 
 AGENDA 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The mission of the DSRSD⠂EBMUD Recycled Water Authority is to maximize the amount of recycled water 
delivered while recovering its costs; in doing so it will provide a reliable and consistent supply of recycled 
water to DSRSD and EBMUD for service to each of the agencies' customers. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Recommended 
    Action      .    
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
  

3. ROLL CALL - Members:   Mellon, Rubio, Coleman, and Vonheeder-Leopold  
   Alternates:  Johnson and Young 
 
4. SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS/ACTIVITIES 
 
5. DECLARATION OF TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS    
 

A. Authorize and Adopt Remote Teleconference Meetings of DERWA  Approve by 
Pursuant to the Ralph M. Brown Act      Resolution 
            
 
 
   

https://ralphandersen.zoom.us/j/87441461616
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6. PUBLIC COMMENT (Meeting Open to Public)    

At this time, those in the teleconference may address the Board on any item not already 
included in the agenda; however, State Law provides no action may be taken on any 
item not appearing on the posted agenda. Comments should not exceed five minutes. 
If this is not considered sufficient time to address the issue, please arrange with the 
Authority Secretary to have that item placed on the agenda for a future Board meeting. 

 
7. BOARD REORGANIZATION                      
                

A. Approve Selection of Board Officers for 2022              Approve by  
                     Motions (3) 

  
8. CONSENT CALENDAR            Approve by  

Matters listed under this item are considered routine and will be enacted by                           Motion      
one action in the form listed below. There will be no separate discussion of 
these items unless requested by a Member of the Board or the public prior  
to the time the Board votes on the Motion to adopt. 
 
A. Approve Minutes of Regular Board Meeting of September 27, 2021 

B. Approve Treasurer’s Reports for August 31, September 30, October 31, November 30, 
and December 31, 2021 
 

C. Approve Quarterly Investment Report for September 30, 2021, and December 31, 
2021 

 
9. BOARD BUSINESS                       
               
 None 
                                                                                              
10. MANAGER’S REPORTS 
 

A.   Confirm Next Board Meeting – March 28, 2022 
                                      
11.      BOARD MEMBER ITEMS 
 
12.      CLOSED SESSION 
 
 As Authorized Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957:   
 Public Employment  
 Position:  Authority Manager 
 
13.     REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION 
 
14.  ADJOURNMENT        
                  

During this period of modified Brown Act requirements, DERWA will use its best efforts to swiftly resolve requests 
for reasonable modifications or accommodations with differently abled individuals, consistent with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, and resolving any doubt whatsoever in favor of accessibility. All materials made available or 
distributed in open session at Board meetings are public information and are available for inspection by calling the 
Authority Secretary at (925) 828-0515. If special accommodations are needed, please contact the Authority 
Secretary as soon as possible, but at least two days prior to the meeting.   
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Zoom Teleconference Access Information 
DSRSD•EBMUD Recycled Water Authority 

Regular Board Meeting 
Monday, February 7, 2022, at 6 p.m. 

 
Due to the current state of emergency and imminent health risks to in-person attendees, because of 
COVID-19, and in accordance with the provisions of California Government Code Section 54953(e), 
Directors will attend this meeting via teleconference. The Boardroom will be closed to the public; the 
public may observe and comment by electronic means. All votes during the meeting will be taken by 
roll call vote.  
 
The call-in information for the Board of Directors and the public is as follows: 
 

Meeting URL  
Meeting ID:  
Passcode: 
Phone Number:  

https://ralphandersen.zoom.us/j/87441461616 
874 4146 1616 
029412 
+1 669 900 6833, 87441461616# US (San Jose) 

 
1. You are encouraged to observe and participate in the Board meeting via Zoom or telephone. 
 
2.  If you are joining the meeting via Zoom and wish to make a comment on an item, press the 

"raise a hand" button. If you are joining the meeting by phone, press *9 to indicate a desire to 
make a comment. The chair will call you by name or phone number when it is your turn to 
comment. Speakers will be limited to five minutes. 

 
3.  If you choose not to observe the Board meeting but wish to submit a comment on a specific 

agenda item, please submit your comment via email by 5 p.m. prior to the Board meeting to 
the Authority Secretary at genzale@dsrsd.com. Your comment will be placed into the record at 
the Board meeting. 

 
4.  If you are observing the Board meeting and wish to submit either a general public comment or 

to comment on a specific agenda item as it is being heard, you may also submit your written 
comment, limited to 250 words or less, to the Authority Secretary at genzale@dsrsd.com, 
noting in the subject line: For Public Comment. Every effort will be made to read your 
comment into the record, but some comments may not be read due to time limitations. 
Comments received after an agenda item will be made part of the record if received prior to the 
end of the meeting.                                                                                                                                         

https://ralphandersen.zoom.us/j/87441461616


Item 5.A 

  
Prepared by   JR             Reviewed by _________ 
 
 
 

  
DERWA 

Summary & Recommendation 
 

Authorize and Adopt Remote Teleconference Meetings of DERWA Pursuant  
to the Ralph M. Brown Act 

 
 

Summary: 
 

On March 4, 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist in California due to 
the threat of COVID-19, which prompted the Governor to issue Executive Order (N-29-20) permitting local 
governments to meet remotely without following all the teleconferencing requirements contained in the 
Ralph M. Brown Act, the State’s local agency public meetings law.  

With the expiration of Executive Order N-29-20 on September 30, 2021, the Governor signed into law 
Assembly Bill 361 adding Government Code section 54953(e) to make provisions for remote 
teleconferencing participation in meetings by members of a legislative body, without compliance with the 
requirements of Government Code section 54953(b)(3), subject to the existence of certain conditions. 
Under the new law, DERWA can conduct virtual meetings where the Governor has proclaimed a State of 
Emergency and the Board of Directors has declared the need to meet remotely to protect the health and 
safety of attendees.  

Assembly Bill 361 additionally requires that all meeting agendas, meeting dates, times, and way the public 
may participate in the public meetings, as well as offering public comment by telephone or internet-based 
service options including video conference, are posted on DERWA’s website and physically outside of the 
office.  

Recommendation: 
 
As a result of the continued threat of COVID-19, the Authority Manager and staff recommend the DERWA 
Board of Directors authorize, by Resolution No. 22-1, conducting open and public meetings via remote 
teleconference pursuant to California Government Code Section 54953(e) for a period of 30 days, from 
February 7, 2022 through March 9, 2022; and that the Board shall comply with the requirements to 
provide the public with access to the meetings as prescribed in paragraph (2) of subdivision (e) of section 
54953.   

 

February 7, 2022 
 
Attachment 
 

1. DERWA Resolution No. 22-1 
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DERWA 
RESOLUTION NO. 22-1 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE DSRSD•EBMUD RECYCLED 
WATER AUTHORITY AUTHORIZING REMOTE TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS OF DERWA 
PURSUANT TO THE RALPH M. BROWN ACT 

WHEREAS, the DSRSD•EBMUD Recycled Water Authority (“DERWA”) is committed to 

preserving public access and participation in meetings of the Board of Directors; and 

WHEREAS, all meetings of DERWA are open and public, as required by the Ralph M. 

Brown Act (Government Code, §§ 54950 – 54963) (“Brown Act”), so that any member of the 

public may attend, participate, and watch DERWA’s legislative body conduct its business; and 

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 361 added Government Code Section 54953(e) to make 

provisions for remote teleconferencing participation in meetings by members of a legislative 

body, without compliance with the requirements of Government Code Section 54953(b)(3), 

subject to the existence of certain conditions; and 

WHEREAS, a required condition is that a state of emergency is declared by the 

Governor pursuant to Government Code Section 8625, proclaiming the existence of conditions 

of disaster or of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property within the state caused by 

conditions as described in Government Code section 8558; and 

WHEREAS, it is further required that state or local officials have imposed or 

recommended measures to promote social distancing, or, the legislative body determines that 

meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health and safety of attendees; and 

WHEREAS, such conditions now exist within DERWA, specifically, on March 4, 2020, 

Governor Gavin Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist in California due to the 

threat of COVID-19; despite sustained efforts, the virus continues to spread and has impacted 

nearly all sectors of California; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors does hereby find that meeting in person would 

present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees; and  

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors does hereby find that DERWA shall conduct its 

meetings without compliance with paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Government Code Section 

54953, as authorized by subdivision (e) of section 54953, and that the Board shall comply with 

the requirements to provide the public with access to the meetings as prescribed in paragraph 

(2) of subdivision (e) of section 54953; and

WHEREAS, all meeting agendas, meeting dates, times, and manner in which the public 

may participate in the public meetings of DERWA and offer public comment by telephone or 

Attachment 1



DERWA 
Res. No. 22-1 

2 
 

internet-based service options including video conference are posted on the DERWA website 

and physically outside of the DERWA office. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the 

DSRSD•EBMUD Recycled Water Authority, a Joint Powers Authority, located in the Counties of 

Alameda and Contra Costa, California, as follows: 

Section 1. Recitals. The Recitals set forth above are true and correct and are 

incorporated into this Resolution by this reference. 

Section 2. Risks to Health and Safety of Attendees. The Board of Directors hereby 

determines that meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety 

of attendees.  

Section 3. Remote Teleconference Meetings. Authority staff are hereby authorized and 

directed to take all actions necessary to carry out the intent and purpose of this 

Resolution, including conducting open and public meetings in accordance with 

Government Code Section 54953(e) and other applicable provisions of the Brown Act. 

Section 4. Effective Date of Resolution. This Resolution shall take effect immediately 

upon its adoption and shall be effective until the earlier of March 9, 2022, or such time 

the Board of Directors adopts a subsequent resolution in accordance with Government 

Code Section 54953(e)(3) to extend the time during which DERWA may continue to 

teleconference without compliance with paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of section 

54953. 

  ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the DSRSD•EBMUD Recycled Water Authority, 

a Public Agency located in the Counties of Alameda and Contra Costa, California, at its Regular 

Meeting held on the 7th day of February 2022, and passed by the following vote: 

 
AYES: 
   
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 

 
 

      _____________________________ 
      Frank Mellon, DERWA Chair 

 
 
 
ATTEST:___________________________________ 
                Nicole Genzale, Authority Secretary 
 



Item 7.A 

Prepared by   JR             Reviewed by _________ 
 

 
 

DERWA 
Summary & Recommendation 

 
Approve Selection of Board Officers for 2022 

 
 
Summary: 
 
The DSRSD●EBMUD Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement (JPA) requires the election of Chair 
and Vice Chair by a majority vote of the Directors.  The JPA provides that the officers of the Board 
hold office until the next election or relieved by their agency.  The attached table summarizes the 
past DERWA officers. 
 
In addition, the JPA provides that appointment of the DERWA Authority Secretary follows the 
same procedure (method of appointment, time of appointment and term) as the Chair and Vice 
Chair.  Thus, the appointment of the DERWA Authority Secretary should also be considered.  
Nicole Genzale has ably served as the DERWA Authority Secretary since October 26, 2015.  It 
would be appropriate to continue her appointment. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
The Authority Manager recommends the DERWA Board of Directors, by Motion: 
 

● Elect the officers of Chair and Vice Chair for 2022; and 
 

● Appoint Nicole Genzale to continue as DERWA Authority Secretary for 2022. 
 
February 7, 2022 
 
Attachment 
 

1.  Past DERWA Officers 
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PAST DERWA OFFICERS 
 

YEAR CHAIR VICE CHAIR 
2010 Jeff Hansen John A. Coleman 
2011 John A. Coleman Dwight “Pat” Howard 
2012 Georgean Vonheeder-Leopold Frank Mellon 
2013 Frank Mellon Rich Halket 
2014 Dwight “Pat” Howard John A. Coleman 
2015 John A. Coleman Edward “Ed” Duarte 
2016 Georgean Vonheeder-Leopold Frank Mellon 
2017 Frank Mellon Dwight “Pat” Howard 
2018 Dwight “Pat” Howard John A. Coleman 
2019 John A. Coleman Georgean Vonheeder-Leopold  
2020 Georgean Vonheeder-Leopold Frank Mellon 
2021 Frank Mellon Marisol Rubio 

 
 
In January 2022, the DSRSD Board appointed Marisol Rubio and Georgean Vonheeder-
Leopold as the DSRSD representatives to the DERWA Board, and Ann Marie Johnson as the 
DSRSD Alternative Representative.  In January 2022, the EBMUD Board appointed John 
Coleman and Frank Mellon as the EBMUD representatives to the DERWA Board, and 
Marguerite R. Young as the EBMUD Alternative Representative.   
 
Following DERWA’s past practice of alternating positions of Chair and Vice Chair between the 
agencies, the Chair for 2022 should be a DSRSD representative, and the Vice Chair for 2022 
should be an EBMUD representative.   
 
Frank Mellon served as DERWA Chair in 2021 therefore, according to DSRSD Joint Powers 
Agency Rotation policy, Marisol Rubio should be nominated as DERWA Chair for 2022. 
 
Paragraph 2 of the DSRSD Joint Powers Agency Rotation policy provides: 
 

Except as provided herein, the District representatives to the board of a Joint 
Powers Agency (JPA) shall rotate between themselves the opportunity to hold 
the office of President (Chair) of the JPA board. 

 
Marisol Rubio served as Vice Chair in 2021 therefore, according to DSRSD policy, John 
Coleman should be nominated as DERWA Vice Chair for 2022. 
 



       Item 8.A 
 

 

DRAFT 
 

 
DSRSD•EBMUD RECYCLED WATER AUTHORITY 

(DERWA) 
Board of Directors Regular Meeting Minutes 

Monday, September 27, 2021 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER – Chair Frank Mellon called the DSRSD•EBMUD Recycled Water Authority (DERWA) 

meeting to order at 6 p.m. 
 
Pursuant to Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-08-21, and local health orders issued to address the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Board meeting was held via Zoom Teleconference. The Boardroom was closed 
to the public; the public may observe and comment by electronic means. All votes during the meeting 
were taken by roll call vote. 

 
2. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
3. ROLL CALL – Directors present: Chair Frank Mellon, Vice Chair Marisol Rubio, and Directors John 

Coleman, and Georgean Vonheeder-Leopold. DERWA Staff present: John Rossi, Authority Manager; 
Richard Lou, Treasurer; Scott Shapiro and Austin Cho, General Counsel; and Nicole Genzale, Authority 
Secretary 

 
4. SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS/ACTIVITIES – None 
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENT – 6:03 p.m. – None 
 
6.   CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

Chair Mellon requested Item 6.B be removed for discussion. The Board agreed to remove Item 6.B 
for discussion and took Consent Calendar Items 6.A and 6.C and passed these Items first. 
 
Motion by Director Georgean Vonheeder-Leopold, Second by Director Coleman, to Approve Items 6.A 
and 6.C on the Consent Calendar. Motion carried (4-0) by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Vonheeder-Leopold, Coleman, Rubio, Mellon 

 
A. Approve Minutes of Regular Board Meeting of May 17, 2021 
 

B. REMOVED - Approve Treasurer’s Reports for April 30, May 31, June 30, and July 31, 2021 
 

Chair Mellon inquired as to the details of the City of Pleasanton’s (Pleasanton) costs noted on the 
Treasurer’s Reports. Treasurer Lou explained that Pleasanton is required to pay Capital 
Improvement costs as required of the Recycled Water Treatment Plant and the Sixth Filter, as well 
as their monthly meter charges. Mr. Lou noted that the operational costs are paid up front and 
reconciled once completed. Mr. Lou stated that he would send an email to the Board with further 
explanation of the costs.  
 
Motion by Vice Chair Marisol Rubio, Second by Director Georgean Vonheeder-Leopold to Approve 
Agenda Item 6.B. on the Consent Calendar. Motion carried (4-0) by the following vote: 
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AYES: Rubio, Vonheeder-Leopold, Coleman, Mellon 

 
C. Approve Quarterly Investment Report for June 30, 2021 

 
  7. BOARD BUSINESS 
 

A. Presentation on Change in Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement Revision Focus 
 

Authority Manager Rossi reviewed the item for the Board and provided a presentation regarding 
the Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement (JPA) Revisions. The presentation was added as 
supplemental materials to the agenda on the DERWA website. Mr. Rossi explained staff’s 
recommendation to pause revision efforts to re-evaluate information and activities for DERWA 
and assess what that means moving forward. To accomplish this, staff suggests implementing a 
side agreement providing a three to five year “pause period.”  Mr. Rossi further explained key 
JPA issues such as supply, capacity rights, reconciliation, value of secondary effluent, and the 
City of Pleasanton. Mr. Rossi explained that the pause period would be used to evaluate:  
program demands, monitor regulations, monitor key supply efforts and decisions, explore 
demand management strategies, review wastewater flow trends, and track Central Contra Costa 
Sanitary District’s water recycling initiatives. The side agreement would affirm the following: a 
connection moratorium, demand management, supply shortages, no change to cost allocation, 
no charge for secondary effluent, define roles/responsibilities, no change in JPA structure, 
principles and concepts for future negotiations, and administrative elements. Mr. Rossi further 
explained that at the end of the pause period, JPA negotiations would resume, and staff would 
bring a revised Joint Exercise of Powers agreement to the Board for consideration. The Board 
and staff proceeded to discuss this matter. The Board members expressed unanimous support 
for staff to proceed with preparing the proposed side agreement. Mr. Rossi confirmed that the 
drafting period for the agreement will be three to four months. 
 

At 6:10 p.m., Chair Mellon welcomed Ms. Joey Smith, President of the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees, Local 2019, who joined the meeting.  

 
8. MANAGER’S REPORTS 
 

A. Supplemental Supply Update 
 

• Central Contra Costa Sanitary District Wastewater Diversion 
 

Authority Manager Rossi reported that the Central Contra Costa Sanitary District 
(Central San) diversion project went online in June of 2021 and is working well. Mr. 
Rossi reported that DERWA’s contract with Central San has three years remaining with 
the hopes of renewing for years four and five.  
 

• Filter Re-Rating Project 
  

Authority Manager Rossi reported that Treasurer Lou and staff have been working on 
“trueing-up” the project charges to bill to the partner agencies. He explained that billing 
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rates are set annually based on budgets and are “trued up” at the end of the year for 
projects such as the filter re-rating. Mr. Rossi noted that staff are in the process of 
completing the reconciliations with City of Pleasanton, DSRSD and EBMUD.  
 

B. Operations Update 
 
Mr. Rossi introduced DSRSD Operations Manager Jeff Carson and DSRSD Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Superintendent Virgil Sevilla who provided an update on operations matters. Mr. Carson 
complimented staff for their work during the pandemic, noting that it was a successful summer. 
He further reported that there were operational difficulties at the San Ramon Golf Club in which 
there was a disruption to the backbone service on Iron Horse Trail in San Ramon, near Alcosta 
Boulevard, which is the artery to the EBMUD portion of the line. Mr. Carson stated that staff 
was able to make the repair in record time. The Central San diversion operations have been 
sustained 24/7 and staff continues to develop new operational techniques for efficiency, such as 
using the holding basins for “dry” weather storage. In addition, one of the trains in the new 
ballasted flocculation was out of service and the team was able to sustain uninterrupted 
maximum production. He also reported that DERWA successfully met its demand this year. 
 
Mr. Rossi also reviewed the DERWA administrative and operational staff meeting schedules for 
the Board.  

  
C. Confirm Next Board Meeting – November 22, 2021 

 
               The Board confirmed the November Board meeting will be held if business needs require one. 
 
 Authority Manager Rossi noted that staff would provide the Board with potential 2022 Board 

meeting dates.  
 
9.  BOARD MEMBER ITEMS  
 
   The Board wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving. 
 
  Chair Mellon complimented and thanked everyone for their hard work and wished for continued safety 

and good health.  
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Vice Chair Marisol Rubio, Second by Director Georgean Vonheeder-Leopold, to Adjourn 
the Meeting. Motion carried (4-0) by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Rubio, Vonheeder-Leopold, Coleman, Mellon 
 
Chair Mellon adjourned the meeting at 6:55 p.m. 

 
Submitted by,  
 
 
Nicole Genzale, CMC 
Authority Secretary 



Item 8.B 

Prepared by     RL                                                                                                    Reviewed by_________ 

 
 

DERWA 
Summary & Recommendation 

 
Approve Treasurer’s Reports for August 31, September 30, October 31, November 30, 

and December 31, 2021 
 

 
  
 

Summary: 
 
Attached are the Treasurer’s Reports for the months ending August 31, September 30, October 
31, November 30, and December 31, 2021, submitted by Treasurer Richard Lou.  
 
Recommendation: 
 
The Treasurer recommends the DERWA Board of Directors approve, by Motion, the Treasurer’s 
Reports for the months ending August 31, September 30, October 31, November 30, and 
December 31, 2021. 
 
February 7, 2022 
 
Attachments 
 

1. Treasurer’s Report – August 31, 2021 
2. Treasurer’s Report – September 30, 2021 
3. Treasurer’s Report – October 31, 2021 
4. Treasurer’s Report – November 30, 2021 
5. Treasurer’s Report – December 31, 2021 
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Item 8.C 

Prepared by: RL                                                                            Reviewed by:  __________ 
 
 

 
 

DERWA 
Summary & Recommendation 

 
Approve the Quarterly Investment Report for September 30, 2021, and  

December 31, 2021 
 

Summary: 
 
Section 53646 of the Government Code allows the Treasurer of the Authority to submit 
to the Authority Manager, the Internal Auditor, and the Board of Directors a quarterly 
investment report. It also stipulates that the investment report must include the types of 
investments in which the Authority has invested its funds, the issuer, date of maturity, 
the value of the investment at maturity, and the dollar amount that is invested in the 
security.  
 
The investments held by the Authority in the State of California Local Agency Investment 
Fund on September 30 and December 31 were $1,000,000.00. The investment portfolio 
is in full compliance with the Board’s adopted policy regarding the Authority’s 
investments. 
 
In compliance with Section 53646(b)3 of the Government Code, this report denotes that 
the Authority will be able to meet expenditure requirements for the next six months from 
revenues/reimbursements/contributions from member agencies. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
The Treasurer recommends the DERWA Board of Directors approve, by Motion, the 
Quarterly Investment Report for September 30, 2021, and December 31, 2021. 
 
February 7, 2022 
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